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Professor Dominic Wilkinson, Chair & Lead European Neonatal Ethics Conference 

 

Dominic Wilkinson is the Chair and Lead for the 
European Neonatal Ethics Conference. He is 
Associate Professor and Director of Medical Ethics 
at the Oxford Uehiro Centre for Practical Ethics, 
University of Oxford.  He is also a consultant 
neonatologist at the John Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford. 
Dominic trained in neonatal intensive care in 
Melbourne and has also worked as a doctor in adult 
and paediatric intensive care units.  He completed a 
Masters degree in Human Bioethics in Australia and 
a DPhil in Bioethics in Oxford on the ethical 
implications of magnetic resonance imaging in 
newborn infants with birth asphyxia. Dominic has 
written a large number of academic articles relating 
to ethical issues in intensive care. He is the author 
of a critically-acclaimed book “Death or Disability? 
The 'Carmentis Machine’ and decision-making for 
critically ill children” Oxford University Press 2013.  
He is also co-author of an online handbook for 
parents- “Caring-decisions” 
www.rch.org.au/caringdecisions. He is Associate 
Editor of the Journal of Medical Ethics and 
Managing Editor of the Journal of Practical Ethics. 

Dr Alok Sharma Co-Organiser and Treasurer European Neonatal Ethics Conference 

 

Dr Alok Sharma is a Consultant Neonatologist at 
Princess Anne Hospital Southampton. He is Lead for 
the Wessex-Oxford Neonatal Education Programme 
and Neonatal Simulation Programme at Princess 
Anne Hospital Southampton. Alok started his 
postgraduate training in paediatrics in India 
completing an MD on ‘Meconium Aspiration’. He 
has trained in neonatal and paediatric intensive 
care at Aberdeen, London, Exeter, Portsmouth 
Southampton and Leicester. He has founded the 
‘Neonatal Ethics and Difficult Situations Course’ 
which is run nationally in multiple centres in the UK 
along with Dr D Wilkinson, Dr Sijo Francis, and Dr S 
Babarao. He has also developed the OPEN concept 
in simulated learning and worked on its 
implementation in ethics education. He has run 
numerous workshops on the ethical aspects of 
implementation of therapeutic hypothermia in 
India in partnership with the National Neonatology 
Forum India. Work on multidisciplinary neonatal 
simulation done by his team, and its impact on 
neonatal outcomes was nominated for the National 
BMJ Award securing the Runner’s Up position in 
2014 and was awarded the Best Research Award at 
ASPIH 2014. 

http://www.rch.org.au/caringdecisions
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Dr Mike Hall Co-Organizer & Chairman of Abstracts 

 

Dr Mike Hall is a consultant neonatologist at the 

Princess Anne Hospital, Southampton. He has an 

interest in undergraduate and postgraduate 

education in paediatric and neonatal medicine, 

including teaching on ethical issues. He is the 

medical coordinator of the University of 

Southampton MSc course designed for the 

development of advanced neonatal nurse 

practitioners and he is the Director of the NOTE 

international online postgraduate neonatology 

education programme. Dr Hall is Visiting Professor 

at the Centre for Innovation and Leadership within 

the Faculty of Health Sciences at the University of 

Southampton. He has a special interest in neonatal 

sepsis,  

Professor Margot Brazier 

 

Margaret Brazier has taught at Manchester 

University since 1971. She became Professor of Law 

(1990) and was Director of the University’s Centre 

for Social Ethics and Policy until 2010. She has 

undertaken a range of research projects, including 

EU funded research into the ethics of control of 

communicable diseases and reproductive choice.  

She was the principal investigator on an AHRC 

funded project ‘The Impact of the Criminal Process 

on Health Care Practice and Ethics’. She has written 

widely on medical law and ethics, with an interest 

in problems of autonomy & consent, the use of 

human body parts, reproductive medicine, and 

medico-legal history. From 1996-1998 she chaired a 

review into surrogacy laws. From 2001-2004 she 

chaired the Retained Organs Commission, and from 

2004 -2006 she chaired a Nuffield working group on 

critical care decisions in fetal and neonatal 

medicine. She is a Fellow of the British Academy and 

the Academy of Medical Sciences   and was 

appointed QC (honoris causa) in 2008.  She will be 

involved in both the workshops and conference 

sharing her wealth of experience with everyone 

attending the conference. 
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Dr Joe Brierley 

 

Dr Joe Brierley is a Consultant Paediatric 

Intensivist at Great Ormond St Hospital for 

Children in London.  He is also Vice-Chair of 

the Paediatric Bioethics Committee at Great 

Ormond St Hospital for Children, London. He 

is lead for organ donation at GOSH and has 

presented widely on this topic. 

Joe currently chairs the RCPCH Ethics & Law 

Advisory Committee. He is president of the 

European Society of Paediatric & Neonatal 

Intensive Care, & lead for Diploma here. His 

research interests include septic shock and 

hemodynamics, medical ethics, end of life 

care and ICU and organ donation in 

childhood. 

Disorientated London (errrr...not) Wasps 

Rugby supporter..... 

Dr Mirjam De Vos 

 

Mirjam de Vos-Broerse (1960) is a 

researcher in the field of medical 

communication and medical ethics. She 

works in the Academic Medical Center 

(AMC) of Amsterdam. She combines her 

research with working as an ethical 

consultant and as a trainer in 

communication skills for the Department of 

Paediatrics. Besides her work in the AMC, 

she is senior consultant for the Dutch Centre 

of Consultancy and Expertise (CCE). When 

the quality of life of children and adults in 

need of long-term care becomes seriously 

compromised, they or their caregivers can 

apply to the CCE for exceptional care and 

mediation.  

Mirjam is married and has three children. 

Her eldest daughter Rebecca, now 24 years 

old, suffers from Angelman Syndrome. She 

lives partly at home and partly in a small care 

home. 
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Dr Brenda Kelly 

 

Dr Brenda Kelly is a Consultant Obstetrician 

and Subspecialist in Fetal Medicine at Oxford 

University NHS Hospital Trust.  She is also 

director of the Oxford Rose Clinic, a specialist 

clinic for women and children with female 

genital mutilation.    Dr Kelly undertook core 

training in London and Oxford and was 

appointed as a consultant in Oxford in 

2012.   Her current research interests 

include prenatal screening for aneuploidy 

and patient experience of diagnosis and care 

pathways around fetal growth restriction. Dr 

Kelly, a medical graduate from University of 

Edinburgh, completed her PhD in 2003. Her 

doctoral research elucidated the role of 

matrix metalloproteinases in vascular 

adaptation in pregnancy.  This work was 

supervised by Professor Lucilla Poston and 

funded by a BHF Clinical PhD studentship. In 

addition to her research into maternal 

cardiovascular health, Dr Kelly has 

completed subspecialist training in Maternal 

and Fetal Medicine.  

Professor Ingrid Miljeteig 

 

Ingrid Miljeteig (MD, PhD) is an associate 

professor in medical ethics at the University 

of Bergen, Norway and she is part of the 

research group Global Health Priorities. She 

also works as a special adviser in ethics at the 

Haukeland university hospital in Bergen, 

Norway. Her research has primarily been on 

clinical ethical dilemmas experienced in low 

income countries, especially focusing on 

ethical dilemmas concerning treatment of 

sick and premature newborns and on 

priority setting dilemmas. Previously she has 

conducted several fieldworks in Indian 

neonatal units, and at the time several 

studies on ethical dilemmas and catastrophic 

health expenditures are ongoing in Ethiopia.  
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Professor Neil Marlow 

 

Neil Marlow is Professor of Neonatal 
Medicine at University College London and 
current Chair of the NHS England Neonatal 
Critical Care Clinical Reference Group.  He 
took up this appointment following 11 years 
as Professor of Neonatal Medicine at 
Nottingham and 7 years as Senior Lecturer in 
Bristol.  He is an Honorary Consultant in the 
University College Hospital Neonatal 
Service.  His major academic interests have 
been in long-term outcomes following 
prematurity and he is the Director of the 
MRC-funded EPICure studies 
(www.epicure.ac.uk). He runs a series of local 
studies into brain and cognitive development 
following very preterm birth and is a co-
investigator on a range of mainly UK based 
cohort and randomised studies. Neil has been 
President of the British Association for 
Perinatal Medicine, Director of the UCL 
Institute for Women’s Health, President of 
the European Society for Paediatric Research 
and Chair of two European Academy of 
Paediatric Societies Meetings.  He was 
elected a Fellow of the Academy of Medical 
Sciences and is an Honorary Life Friend of 
Bliss, the UK-based charity for premature 
babies. He has recently been appointed to the 
executive of the European Foundation for the 
Care of Newborn Infants. 

Dr Sofia Moratti 

 

Dr Sofia Moratti is a Research Fellow at the 

European University Institute in Florence, 

Italy. In 2009 she received a Ph. D. in 

Regulation of Medical Behaviour from the 

University of Groningen in the Netherlands. 

Her areas of expertise directly relevant to 

neonatology include the ethics, regulation 

and medical practice of End-of-Life Decision-

Making in the NICU, in particular the role of 

the parents, the notion of “quality of life” and 

the boundaries between non-treatment 

decisions and deliberate ending of life, all of 

which she has investigated in a multi-

disciplinary, ethical, socio-legal and empirical 

perspective.  

https://webmail.uhs.nhs.uk/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=X-T9y8vr41xUYHLBp1pS0gpSGjuXqgaZk7-fUcC3cezsV1TFzVHTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAHAAaQBjAHUAcgBlAC4AYQBjAC4AdQBrAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.epicure.ac.uk
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Professor John Wyatt 

 

John Wyatt is Emeritus Professor of Neonatal 

Paediatrics at UCL.  He worked for more than 

25 years as an academic neonatologist at a 

major perinatal centre in London.   

  

His main research work has been in the 

prevention and treatment of brain injury in 

newborn babies including the development 

of hypothermia treatment for asphyxiated 

newborns.  He has a long-standing interest in 

contemporary ethical debates about 

advances in medical technology and the 

beginning and end of life, and has frequently 

engaged in public and media debates about 

controversial issues in medical ethics.  He is 

currently leading a multidisciplinary research 

project into the social, philosophical and 

religious implications of advances in artificial 

intelligence and robotics, based at the 

Faraday Institute, University of Cambridge.  

  

He has written two popular books on ethical 

topics Matters of Life and Death and Right to 

Die?  
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European Neonatal Ethics Conference – 2016 

 

“Sharing Ethical Practices Together” 

 

Session 1: Ethical Considerations Impacting Decisions 

 

 08.15-09.00                 Registration  

 

 09.00-09.05  Introduction 

 

 09.05-09.30                 Resources and Futility in Intensive Care  

Professor Dominic Wilkinson 

 

 09.30-10.00  Should parents’ ability to take care of the child be taken 

into account in decision-making about treatment in the NICU? 

    Dr Sofia Moratti 

 

 10.00-10.30  Shared decision-making in the NICU and PICU.  

                                   Theory vs Practice 

Dr Mirjam De Vos 

 

 10.30-1100                   Ethical dilemmas in the NICU in developing countries 

                                   Professor Ingrid Miljeteig   

 

11.00 – 11.20  Coffee 

 

Session 2: Extremes of Viability       

                            

 Debate-Nuffield and BAPM Guidelines around extremely premature infants – 

 Are they still valid?  

     Neil Marlowe, John Wyatt, Margot Brazier   

 11.20 – 11.40  For Neil Marlowe 

 11.40 – 12.00  Against John Wyatt 

 12.00 - 12.30  Panel Discussion   
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12.30-13.30   Lunch and POSTER PRESENTATIONS 

 

Session 3: Podium Presentations  

 

 13.30-15.30  “Case Presentations”  

 Facilitator: Dr Mike Hall 

 

   15.30 – 15.50  Tea 

 

Session 4: Neonatal Ethical Conundrum 

     

 16.00-16.30  Controversies in Neonatal organ donation 

                                    Dr Joe Brierley  

 

 16.30- 17.00                Ethical challenges in prenatally diagnosed severe 

congenital malformations  

    Dr Brenda Kelly 

 17.00-17.30                 Communication around End of Life Decisions     

                                   Prof Neil Marlow  

 17.30-18.00                 Rumer’s Story-A Parental Perspective     

                                   Chris and Helen 

              18.30                 Prizes, Feedback and Close 

 

Prizes will be awarded for the best podium presentation and runner up as well as for 

the best poster. 

 

 

  


